








































































































































que	 a	maioria	 dos	 angolanos	 estava	 ligada	 ao	 sistema	 financeiro	 português	 estabelecido	 na	
colónia	e	ao	comércio	global	neste	período.	Pretende	identificar	os	efeitos	dos	laços	económicos	
globais	 na	 vida	 moderna	 angolana.	 A	 contribuição	 africana	 para	 o	 comércio	 global	 é	 bem	
conhecida	através	da	exportação	de	escravos,	embora	a	relação	económica	entre	este	comércio	
e	as	comunidades	africanas	 indígenas	seja	difícil	de	determinar	com	certeza.	Em	Angola,	uma	
quantidade	 impressionante	 de	 dados	 demográficos	 registrados	 no	 período	 colonial	 ajuda	 a	
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administrators	 and	 slave	 traders,	 but	 the	 severity	 of	 consequences	 they	 could	 cause	 for	 the	
average	Indigenous	Angolan	is	more	difficult	to	determine.	Most	Angolans	in	the	era	of	abolition	
were	agricultural	laborers	working	to	support	their	community,	their	local	aristocracy,	and,	above	




									 Defining	 the	 relationship	 between	 global	 trade	 and	 the	 greater	 part	 of	 Angola’s	
population	can	give	acute	insight	into	the	nature	of	most	people’s	economic	involvement	in	a	














discussed	 in	 Jill	 Dias	 and	Valentim	Alexandre’s	work	 in	 the	 10th	 volume	 of	Nova	História	 da	
Expansão	Portuguesa.2	The	volume	analyzes	Angola’s	economic	restructuring	through	the	lens	
of	colonial	documentation	and	correspondence.	It	argues	that	burgeoning	legitimate	industries	
from	 the	 mid-19th	 century	 onwards	 substantially	 disrupted	 traditional	 African	 societies,	
providing	 Portugal	 with	 new	 opportunities	 to	 expand	 the	 colony’s	 borders	 and	 economic	
potential	beyond	anything	achieved	in	the	era	of	slavery.	In	dismantling	the	slave	export	market,	







them	 of	 slavery,	 and	 gaining	 access	 to	 their	 economies.	 By	 the	 end	 of	 the	 19th	 century,	
Indigenous	Angolan	connection	to	the	global	economy	was	quite	salient.	
									 Historical	studies	also	offer	clues	to	the	degree	of	relationship	between	global	trade	and	
Indigenous	 economies	during	 the	 volatile	 end	of	 the	 slave	 trade.	 They	demonstrate	how	 the	
beginning	of	 restructuring	 the	 colony’s	post-abolition	 commerce	 took	place	and	what	 sort	of	
effects	it	had	on	Indigenous	communities.	Daniel	B.	Domingues	da	Silva’s	research	in	The	Atlantic	


























it	 served	 them.	Patterns	of	movement	may	have	 allowed	 for	 greater	 economic	 freedom	and	
reduced	Indigenous	economic	ties	to	the	Portuguese	establishment.	This	study	aims	to	determine	
how	 much	 the	 economic	 well-being	 of	 Indigenous	 Angolans	 was	 affected	 by	 events	 in	
international	commerce	in	the	late	18th	and	early	19th	centuries	and	to	see	how	the	results	of	
these	events	compare	to	consequences	of	local	circumstances.	Modern	Angola’s	links	to	global	
commerce	 were	 profound,	 but	 the	 position	 of	 Indigenous	 commerce	 in	West	 Central	 Africa	
before	the	late	19th	century	suggests	a	large	degree	of	independence.	Colonial	data	shows	how	










To	 determine	 the	 level	 of	 Indigenous	 Angolan	 connection	 to	 foreign	 trade,	 this	 study	
compares	the	effects	of	a	variety	of	international	and	local	events	on	Angolan	demographics.	It	
also	 looks	 into	 economic	 patterns	 in	 Angola,	 Portugal,	 and	 the	 Atlantic	 world	 to	 see	 what	
relationships,	if	any,	exist	between	the	colony’s	demography	and	features	of	concurrent	global	
trade.	 A	 large	 wealth	 of	 demographic	 data	 from	 all	 regions	 of	 the	 colony	 is	 taken	 into	
consideration	 to	 minimize	 reliance	 on	 any	 one	 source,	 period,	 or	 locale.	 Instances	 of	 war,	
revolution,	economic	improvement	and	decline,	climate	patterns,	waves	of	disease,	and	trends	
in	the	slave	export	market	are	measured	against	each	other	to	see	which	stimuli	 inspired	the	




than	 single	 instances	 of	 change.	 Recent	 scholarship	 on	 elements	 of	modern	 Angolan	 history	
connected	to	demographics	are	discussed	in	their	own	chapter	to	provide	additional	perspectives	
on	sources	of	statistical	change.	








final	 decades.	 Timelines	of	 ecological	 and	biological	 conditions	 are	 sourced	 from	 the	 colonial	

















This	 thesis	 strives	 to	 analyze	 a	 pivotal	 period	 in	 African	 history	 from	 an	 Indigenous	
perspective,	albeit	using	colonial	documentation,	to	contextualize	Angola’s	colonial	past	through	
the	 lens	of	 the	African	majority.	 It	 looks	 into	 the	most	 impactful	developments	 in	 Indigenous	
Angolan	demographics	and	how	they	compare	to	possible	sources	of	statistical	agitation	in	the	
form	 of	 local	 and	 international	 economic,	 political,	 biological,	 and	 climatological	 events.	
Examining	 only	 events	 that	 left	 a	 demographic	 imprint	 on	 Indigenous	 groups	 helps	 reduce	























in	 the	 form	of	 slaves.	 The	 survival	 and	 success	 of	 colonial	 Angola’s	 economy	depended	on	 a	
relationship	between	the	global	market	originally	introduced	by	the	Portuguese	and	Indigenous	
African	markets.	Interactions	between	these	two	disparate	systems	produced	extreme	results,	




coastal	 cities,	 leaving	 the	 Portuguese	 establishment	 reliant	 on	 interlopers	more	 familiar	with	
African	languages	and	customs	to	maintain	colonial	political	presence.	The	social	and	physical	








exporter	 of	 slaves,	 Angola	 sustained	 profound	 consequences	 from	 the	 events	 leading	 to	
abolition.	This	study	will	examine	what	effect	these	events	had	on	Indigenous	Angolans’	well-
being	 to	 determine	 how	 dependent	 they	 were	 on	 global	 trade.	 While	 most	 Angolans	 were	
unlikely	to	be	dealing	directly	with	European	traders,	consuming	certain	foreign	goods	became	a	
significant	characteristic	of	Angolan	life.	The	Portuguese	colony	almost	certainly	would	not	have	





Despite	 the	 grand	 plans	 of	 the	 Portuguese	 monarchy	 and	 the	 best	 attempts	 of	
generations	 of	 colonial	 governors,	 Angola	 did	 not	 always	 provide	 returns	 on	 the	 expensive	
investment	 of	 colonial	 enterprise.	 After	 years	 of	 industrial	 experimentation	 and	 changes	 in	
Indigenous	trading	patterns	during	the	final	decades	of	the	slave	trade,	the	colony	not	only	found	







									 The	 late	18th	and	early	19th	centuries	mark	a	middle	period	of	European	presence	 in	
Africa,	 one	 that	 followed	 centuries	 of	 economic	 intervention	 in	 primarily	 coastal	 areas	 but	
preceded	 European	 powers’	 large-scale	 political	 domination	 over	 most	 of	 the	 continent’s	
territory.	Years	of	contact	developed	systematic	trading	networks	that	integrated	African	ports	
into	 a	 global	 system	 of	 exchange	 dominated	 by	 both	 European	 and	 American	 merchants.	
Enlightenment	 philosophy	 influenced	 this	 middle	 period	 greatly,	 inspiring	 developments	 in	
modern	science	and	liberal	political	theory.	The	progress	of	abolitionism	and	creation	of	liberal	




















									 By	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 19th	 century,	 the	 Western	 institution	 of	 slavery	 was	
internationally	 scrutinized	 and	 rejected	 on	 an	 unprecedented	 level.10	 New,	 liberal	 literature	
idealized	freedom	and	individuality.	Capitalist	theory	recognized	freed	workers	as	more	efficient	
than	enslaved	ones	as	they	have	more	incentive	to	produce.	The	institution	of	slavery	began	to	
be	blamed	 for	 poverty,	 underdevelopment,	 and	disease.	Abolition	 grew	 from	a	philosophical	
possibility	to	a	political	reality	after	the	Haitian	revolution	erupted	in	1791,	proving	that	a	modern	
society	 built	 on	 slavery	 was	 able	 to	 revolt	 and	 resist	 European	 efforts	 to	 recolonize.	 As	
abolitionism	grew	and	found	political	support,	change	was	 inevitable	 in	Atlantic	Africa,	where	
most	slaves	were	exported.	Initial	abolition	efforts	focused	on	the	Trans-Atlantic	slave	trade	and	







Angola	and	neighboring	ports.11	The	 slave	 industry	 in	 the	 region	was	also	highly	volatile	as	 it	
neared	 its	 collapse.	 Slavers	 could	 move	 between	 ports	 if	 one	 region	 became	 too	 hostile	 to	
continue	 trading,	 but	 they	 only	 found	 success	 where	 the	 products	 they	 carried	 had	 stable	







Indigenous	demand.12	 Legal	 challenges	 to	 slavery	and	major	anti-slaving	actions	by	European	






















to	 trade	 for	 global	 goods	 that	 were	 in	 high	 demand.	 Efforts	 to	 profit	 from	 plantation-style	
agriculture,	mining,	and	harvesting	natural	products	for	foreign	export	were	launched	before	the	
end	of	slavery	and	grew	considerably	in	the	19th	century.15	These	developments	were	partly	the	



















Portuguese	 legislative	 cortes.18	 Angola’s	 newly	 defined	 relationships	with	 Portugal	 and	 Brazil	
created	new	economic	potential	and	inspired	greater	involvement	in	the	Atlantic	African	colony.	
Economic	 ties	between	Brazil	 and	Angola	were	 strong,	with	a	 few	 thousand	Brazilians	





formerly	 two-thirds	 of	 all	 Portuguese	 exports,	 was	 drastically	 reduced.22	 Portugal	 sought	 to	
reconfigure	Angola	into	a	“New	Brazil”	that	could	replace	the	lost	American	colony’s	economic	
value,	serving	as	a	new	source	of	revenue	that	would	grow	as	a	market	for	exported	products.	















drafted	 a	 new	 paradigm	 for	 colonial	 ideology	 that	 demanded	 abolition	 and	 imagined	 a	 self-
sufficient	Angola	based	on	mining	and	plantation-style	agriculture	with	a	much	larger	European	










major	 success.27	 Perhaps	 the	 most	 important	 product	 of	 the	 “New	 Brazil”	 phase	 was	 the	
expansion	of	Angolan	 territory.	 In	 the	 name	of	 protecting	 economic	 interests	 and	 expanding	
economic	potential,	Portuguese	and	Brazilian	groups	established	new	presidios	that	enlarged	and	
strengthened	 Angolan	 territorial	 control.	 Colonists	 and	 the	 Portuguese	 military	 found	 no	
shortage	 of	 setbacks,	 including	 frequent	 Indigenous	 resistance.	 However,	 as	 the	 slave	 trade	
waned,	they	increasingly	were	able	to	add	territory	to	Angola’s	loosely	defined	boundaries.	Some	
Indigenous	 leaders	welcomed	expansion	and	petitioned	 the	colonial	government	 for	 territory	
outside	 the	 blurred	 line	 of	 Portuguese	 control.28	 These	 expansions	 fit	 well	 into	 the	 liberal	
ideologies	popular	in	Europe	at	the	time,	that	celebrated	real	(or	perceived)	development	and	
considered	Africans	 under	 European	 rule	 to	 be	 living	 in	 better	 conditions	 than	 those	 in	 fully	
African	states.29	Political	interest	in	Angola,	and	Africa	at	large,	was	not	diminished	by	the	weak	














projects	 in	 Angola	 after	 the	 loss	 of	 Brazil	 served	 as	 learning	 experiences	 for	 future,	 larger	




measure	 as	 sources	 of	 Indigenous	 authorship	 from	 this	 period	 are	 scarce.	 Most	 Indigenous	
Angolans	 remained	 firmly	 established	 in	 the	 culturally	 African	 societies	 that	 constituted	 a	
majority	 of	 the	 colony.	 Their	 closest	 connection	 to	 liberal	 political	 theory	 was	 through	 the	
colonists	who	generally	opposed	it.	As	such,	Indigenous	Angolans’	most	personal	consequences	
of	 attempts	 to	 liberalize	 the	 colony	were	 likely	 economic.	Much	 like	 the	 end	 of	 slavery,	 the	
foreign	interest	in	new	industries	disrupted	African	markets.	Trade	goods	like	wax	and	marble	
were	 carried	 by	 caravan	 from	 the	 African	 interior	 through	 a	 series	 of	 outposts	 to	 reach	
consumers.	As	foreign	interest	in	non-slave	products	grew,	caravan	routes	adjusted	to	bring	new	
goods	 to	 the	 Portuguese	 provinces	 and	 ports.	 New	 patterns	 of	migration	 and	 trade	 created	
demographic	 shifts	 and	may	 have	 created	 opportunities	 for	 disease	 to	 spread,	 as	 previously	


















									 Modern	 Angola	 was	 organized	 into	 an	 essentially	 feudal	 hierarchy,	 with	 overlapping	
European	 and	 African	 systems	 under	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 the	 Portuguese	 monarch.	 The	 core	













independence,	 the	Kingdom	of	Benguela	was	 subservient	 to	 Luanda	by	1795.	The	 rest	of	 the	
colony	was	divided	into	presidios	and	districts,	the	simple	distinction	between	the	two	being	that	
presidios	had	a	central	military	fortification,	which	served	as	a	center	of	government,	and	districts	
did	 not.	 Each	 unit	 had	 varying	 amounts	 of	 Portuguese	 military,	 ecclesiastical,	 and	 civilian	
presence,	but	the	overwhelming	majority	of	residents	outside	the	urban	centers	were	Indigenous	
Angolans	engaged	in	agricultural	pursuits.	Over	time,	the	distinction	between	segments	of	Angola	
was	 less	 defined,	 and	 they	were	 ultimately	 replaced	 by	 conselhos	 in	 1850.34	 The	 borders	 of	
colonial	Angola	were	 somewhat	 variable	and	dependent	on	 the	 lands	 the	 vassal	 jisoba	 could	











establish	 new	presidios	 or	 districts.	Official	 positions	were	 appointed	 by	 the	metropolitan	 or	








of	 political	 conflict	 or	 environmental	 causes,	 the	 region’s	 ruling	 class	would	 lose	wealth	 and	
influence.	Left	in	a	vulnerable	state,	the	region	would	fall	victim	to	Portuguese	officials	who	took	
advantage	of	the	situation	by	making	demands	or	even	invading.	The	region’s	frequent	droughts	
gave	 the	 Portuguese	many	 opportunities	 to	 undermine	 Indigenous	 rulers’	 power.40	 This	 was	
often	tied	to	defending	economic	interest,	first	by	controlling	slave	caravans	and	markets	and	























Central	 Africa.	 Jisoba	 could	 claim	 control	 over	 land	 they	 did	 not	 physically	 occupy	 through	
ancestral	 ties,	 allowing	 them	 to	move	 as	 needed	 in	 times	 of	war,	 commerce,	 or	 the	 passing	






valuable	 in	 the	 region	 because	 of	 it’s	 connection	 to	 Angolan	 cosmology.	 Each	 soba	 under	
Portuguese	 rule	was	 required	 to	perform	a	 ritual	 that	 demonstrated	his	 vassalage	under	 the	
Portuguese	 king.	 This	 included	 agreeing	 to	 be	 Christian	 and	 pay	 taxes	 to	 the	 local	
administrators.41	The	actual	adherence	to	Christian	faith	and	tax	collection	probably	depended	
on	 the	 amount	 of	missionary	 work	 each	 soba	 was	 exposed	 to,	 the	 limits	 of	 the	 Portuguese	
government	in	his	region,	and	the	actual	control	the	soba	had	over	local	people.	
Power	 in	 the	region	appears	 to	decentralize	and	shift	 from	nobles	 towards	merchants	
over	time.	The	King	of	Kongo	had	been	a	major	political	and	military	force	in	the	region	when	
Portuguese	forces	first	arrived	but	was	a	more	symbolic	and	spiritual	figure	by	the	19th	century.42	
The	 loss	 of	 control	 can	 be	 attributed	 to	 an	 inability	 to	 take	 advantage	 of	 new	 patterns	 of	







expense.	 Portugal	 benefitted	 from	 managing	 a	 huge	 share	 of	 all	 non-African	 imports	 and	
exported	 slaves	 traded	 in	 and	 around	Angola.	 This	 gave	 an	 economic	 advantage	 that	 spread	
beyond	the	 line	of	Portuguese	control,	with	numerous	political	 repercussions.	Political	power	
throughout	the	region	was	often	related	to	dealings	with	the	Portuguese	colonial	establishment,	





spoke	 Portuguese.	Many	 had	 varying	 degrees	 of	 Portuguese	 ancestry.	 They	were	 considered	
brancos	 by	 Indigenous	 Angolans,	 due	 more	 to	 their	 customs	 than	 physical	 appearance.44	
Moradores	 were	 not	 subject	 to	 any	 soba	 and	 could	 act	 outside	 the	 traditional	West	 Central	
African	social	norms.	They	occupied	urban	and	rural	spaces,	making	up	large	numbers	of	Luanda’s	
artisans	 and	 traders	 in	 the	 Angolan	 interior.	 They	 used	 their	 familiarity	with	 the	 Portuguese	




both	 colonial	 officials	 and	 jisoba	 who	 found	 themselves	 reliant	 on	 morador	 communities,	
sometimes	at	the	expense	of	their	own	people.	Portugal	used	moradores	 in	military	positions	
when	 they	did	not	have	enough	Europeans	 to	 fill	 roles.	 The	 lucky	moradores	who	 controlled	
military	 posts	 used	 this	 opportunity	 to	 subvert	 the	 power	 of	 local	 jisoba.	 The	 moradores	
developed	 their	 own	 aristocracy,	 and	 their	 status	was	 recognized	by	 Europeans	 and	Africans	
alike.	 They	 could	 earn	 titles	 and	 land	 grants	 from	 Lisbon	but	 also	marry	 into	 influential	 local	
lineages	 to	 increase	prestige	 among	 the	 Indigenous	population.	Arguably,	 the	moradores	 are	
responsible	for	Angola’s	unique	size	and	longevity	among	European	establishments	in	Africa.	It	







interior	without	a	group	so	dedicated	 to	 the	Portuguese	way	of	 life,	while	also	 so	capable	of	
thriving	 in	 the	 tropical	 African	 culture	 and	 climate.	Much	 like	 the	 European	 Portuguese,	 the	

















bad	weather	 or	 disease	 that	 left	 populations	 poor	 and	 destitute.	 Portuguese	 and	 Indigenous	
leaders	took	measures	to	protect	trade	caravans	that	were	vulnerable	to	highway	robbery.	
The	Kingdom	of	Angola	stretched	from	Luanda	on	the	Atlantic	coast	to	at	least	the	area	
around	 the	 rocks	 at	 Pungo	 Andongo,	 about	 275	 kilometers	 away.	 A	 central	 feature	 of	 the	
kingdom	 was	 the	 Cuanza	 River	 that	 crossed	 Pungo	 Andongo	 and	 several	 other	 Portuguese	
presidios	before	entering	the	Atlantic	just	south	of	Luanda.	Conflicts	with	the	neighboring	Kongo	






kingdom	 gradually	 extended	 Portuguese	 territory	 northward.	 A	 presidio	 was	 established	 in	
Encoge	 by	 1759,	 and	 more	 territory	 was	 secured	 in	 the	 1850s.47	 The	 Kingdom	 of	 Benguela	
reached	 from	 the	 city	 of	 Benguela	 inward	 to	 Caconda,	 about	 220	 kilometers	 away,	where	 a	
presidio	had	been	erected	in	the	17th	century.	New	coastal	settlements	expanded	the	kingdom’s	
coastal	reach	north	to	Novo	Redondo	by	1785	and	south	to	Moçâmedes	by	1840.	The	Indigenous	
people	 living	 under	 Portuguese	 rule	 were	 primarily	 of	 Kongo,	 Ambundu,	 and	 Ovimbundu	
ethnicities.	While	not	entirely	mutually	intelligible,	their	languages	are	closely	related	and	their	
communities	 share	 many	 cultural	 and	 cosmological	 similarities.	 Most	 people	 living	 in	 the	
Kingdom	of	Benguela	were	Ovimbundu.	The	Kingdom	of	Angola	was	split	between	an	Ambundu	
majority	along	the	Cuanza,	with	a	significant	number	of	Kikongo	speakers	in	the	north.	Commerce	
and	 slavery	 brought	 other	 languages	 into	 Portuguese	 territory,	 though	 it	 can	 be	 difficult	 to	
determine	 an	 Indigenous	person’s	 ethnic	 background	 from	 colonial	 documents	 as	 they	often	
show	a	lack	of	understanding	of	linguistic	barriers.48	The	total	population	of	Angola	in	this	period	























ngundu	 as	 confirmed	 by	 necessary	 rituals.	 Jingundu	 had	 social,	 spiritual,	 and	 geographical	
elements.	A	person’s	ngundu	tied	them	biologically	to	ancestors	and	relatives,	geographically	to	
a	physical	place	of	origin	or	perceived	 former	origin,	and	spiritually	 to	 the	 realm	of	 the	dead	
occupied	by	deceased	members	of	their	ngundu.	A	family’s	ngundu	crossed	political	and	ethnic	
borders	 to	 connect	 to	 distant	 lands,55	 not	 unsurprising	 considering	 the	 amount	 of	 human	
migration	in	the	area.	Jingundu	had	elements	of	flexibility	and	interconnection.	Accessing	a	more	
privileged	 ngundu	 was	 possible	 through	 marriage	 and	 ritual	 for	 everyone	 from	 slaves	 to	
aristocrats.	 Consolidation	 of	 political	 power	 was	 achieved	 by	 accessing	 a	 necessary	 ngundu	
through	marriage,	conquest,	or	proof	of	historical	lineage.	Jisoba	kept	tabs	on	their	communities’	





distinctions	 between	 Angolans	 were	 ancient,	 with	 others	 imposed	 by	 the	 colonial	 system.	
Women	 in	Angola	worked	 at	 all	 levels	 of	 society	 and	were	 expected	 to	 fulfill	 different	 social	
requirements	than	men.	While	generally	reserved	for	men,	women	could	entertain	high-ranking	





divided	 by	 gender	 and	 social	 class.	 Certain	 activities	were	 acceptable	 forms	 of	 labor	 for	 free	














































									 A	 primary	 social	 divide	 among	 Indigenous	 Angolans	 was	 whether	 they	 were	 free	 or	











shared.	 Slaves	 lost	 their	 personal	 jingundu,	 either	 temporarily	 or	 permanently,	 and	 became	
initiated	into	their	master’s	line.64	The	children	of	a	pair	of	slaves	were	considered	part	of	their	
master’s	ngundu	 instead	 of	 their	mother’s	 line.65	 This	 gave	 slaves	 access	 to	 some	 important	
positions	 in	 a	 household,	 particularly	 those	 that	 required	 any	 amount	 of	 secrecy	 or	 privacy.	
Masters	had	no	fear	that	slaves	would	try	to	undercut	their	ngundu	because,	as	slaves,	they	were	




goods.	 There	 was	 also	 a	 familial	 quality	 to	 Indigenous	 slavery.	 Slaves	 called	 their	 owners	
















otherwise	 bound,	 unlike	 their	 counterparts	 under	 European	 masters,	 as	 pressure	 from	 the	




transient	 quality	with	many	 applications	 in	 slavery.	 Criminals	 could	 be	 punished	 by	 having	 a	
member	of	their	family,	as	opposed	to	the	person	who	actually	committed	the	crime,	placed	into	
slavery.	 In	 other	 cases,	masters	 condemned	 to	 death	 could	 substitute	 a	 slave	 to	 receive	 the	
punishment	on	their	behalf.70	Masters	were	also	responsible	for	their	slaves’	behavior	and	could	






									 Estimates	 for	 the	percentages	of	 Indigenous	people	 living	either	 freely	or	under	 some	
form	of	slavery	are	hard	to	know	precisely.	European	observers	could	not	always	tell	who	was	a	
slave	and	who	was	not,71	nor	could	they	agree	on	the	definition	of	who	was	enslaved.	This	was	
likely	due	 to	 the	social	nature	of	 slavery	over	any	 racial,	economic,	or	other	distinction	more	
obvious	 to	 the	 European	observer.	One	 European	 resident	 of	 colonial	 Angola	 estimated	 that	
about	one-third	to	one-half	of	the	Indigenous	people	in	the	area	lived	in	some	form	of	forced	

















of	 their	geographic	 ties	 to	 their	owners’	ngundu	 and	serves	as	an	example	of	 the	obligations	







































the	 region.	 They	worked	 as	 engineers,	 farmers,	 tax	 collectors,	 and	 general	 administrators	 of	
imperial	control.80	Low	wages	also	led	many	to	illegally	extort	products	from	their	jurisdictions	
























trading	patterns	 inspired	new	 caravan	 routes	 that	 could	 integrate	 far-reaching	parts	 of	West	
Central	Africa,	but	 they	could	also	bring	disease	or	cause	depopulation	 in	areas	 that	were	no	
longer	 a	 source	 of	 desired	 goods.82	 Additionally,	 caravans	 were	 an	 important	 source	 of	
information	from	outside	a	region’s	borders,	a	resource	jisoba	and	colonists	alike	tried	to	exploit	
even	though	arriving	news	could	easily	be	false.83	





and	 disease	 caused	 poor	 farmers	 to	migrate	 towards	 better	 conditions.	 These	 semi-nomadic	
lifestyles	are	possibly	the	origin	of	the	great	West	Central	African	migration	culture.	Evidence	of	
innovations	arriving	from	East	Africa	suggests	the	caravan	system	was	quite	ancient.85	The	size	
and	efficiency	of	 these	 caravans	 caught	 the	attention	of	 European	visitors	well	 into	 the	19th	
century,	 a	 time	when	 their	 volume	was	 especially	 high.86	 Caravans	 and	 the	 paths	 they	 drew	
supported	 the	 movement	 of	 Angolan	 goods	 to	 the	 Atlantic	 coasts	 and	 foreign	 products	
throughout	West	Central	Africa.	




















cosmology	 shared	 throughout	 the	 region	 linked	 ngundu	 and	 political	 power	 with	 communal	







personal	 greed	practicing	witchcraft.	 Those	accused	or	 convicted	of	witchcraft	 could	become	
slaves	as	a	punishment	or,	as	noted	previously,	have	members	of	their	family	enslaved	in	their	
place.88	Victims	of	curses	were	said	to	feel	the	effects	in	their	stomach,	linking	magic	with	hunger.	
Cannibalism,	 in	a	 literal	or	spiritual	sense,	was	a	common	theme	 in	 Indigenous	black	magic.89	























spiritual	 journey	 to	 the	 afterlife.	 Slave	 narratives	 also	 reveal	 that	 some	 Africans	 believed	
Europeans	bought	slaves	in	order	to	eat	them	or	otherwise	make	use	of	their	dead	bodies	and	
blood.93	 These	 associations	 with	 death	 could	 have	 given	 products	 imported	 by	 Europeans	 a	
certain	gruesome	power	over	similar	items	made	locally.	
									 The	Angolan	belief	system	was	a	key	component	of	the	Angolan	economy,	particularly	
the	 foreign	 trade	 market.	 Angolans	 primarily	 imported	 luxury	 products,	 many	 with	 deep	




































the	well-established	 caravan	 system	 that	moved	 goods	 throughout	 the	 area,	 far	 beyond	 the	
Portuguese	 line	 of	 control.	 Caravans	 followed	 routes	 and	 transported	 goods	 that	were	 both	

















									 The	colonial	economy	depended	on	demand	for	 imported	products	among	 Indigenous	
Angolans.	 The	 Portuguese	 did	 not	 have	 a	 political	 or	 military	 force	 capable	 of	 pressuring	
Indigenous	groups	to	provide	slaves	and	other	goods	in	large	quantities.	Instead,	they	relied	on	
their	 relative	monopoly	 on	 foreign	 products	 to	 exchange	 for	 slaves	 and	 local	 products.	 This	
relationship	was	mirrored	in	all	parts	of	Atlantic	Africa,	where	Europeans	found	they	could	only	
entice	Africans	to	trade	 in	 large	amounts	 if	 they	provided	popular	 foreign	products.	Angolans	
mostly	 imported	“luxury”	products	 that	did	not	 fill	 any	critical	economic	gap.98	Most	popular	
imported	goods	had	a	local	equivalent	that	could	be	used	in	the	same	instance	of	an	imported	
one.	Demand	 for	 imported	goods	grew	 from	their	 spiritual	and	social	value	 rather	 than	basic	






popularity	 of	 imported	 drinks.	 Brazilian	 rum	 and	 Portuguese	 wine	 lasted	 longer	 than	 locally	


























or	 before.106	 Since	 Angolan	 cosmology	 considered	 rains	 and	 successful	 agricultural	 seasons	
connected	to	rituals	and	powerful	members	of	society,	they	may	have	prioritized	importing	items	
connected	 to	 those	 rituals	 over	 all	 else.	 Firearms	 were	 also	 not	 a	 highly	 demanded	 import	
compared	to	alcohol	and	textiles.	The	total	value	of	imported	weapons	in	Luanda	records	is	about	
half	that	of	food.107	This	seems	to	diminish	the	notion	of	slaves	being	traded	for	weapons	used	






















2 Recent Research 
		
									 New	research	on	Atlantic	African	history	has	expanded	models	of	colonial	economics	and	
provided	a	 cross-disciplinary	approach	 to	understanding	African	economics.	A	 relative	 lack	of	
extant	 written	 documents	 from	 Sub-Saharan	 Africa,	 particularly	 of	 African	 authorship,	
persistently	 challenges	 researchers’	 ability	 to	 analyze	 Africa’s	 past.	 Even	 in	 Angola,	 where	 a	
sizable	corpus	of	documentation	does	survive,	gaps	in	the	data	are	inevitable.	Researchers	have	
looked	 to	 anthropology,	 archaeology,	 ecology,	 and	 data	 from	 the	 African	 diaspora	 in	 the	
Americas	to	better	understand	the	continent	and	resolve	key	problems	in	the	study	of	African	















comparing	diverse	 information	across	a	 range	of	disciplines	 to	 the	changing	demographics	of	
Indigenous	people	in	Angola.	









									 Demographic	 records	 serve	 as	 valuable	 tools	 for	 researching	 global	 populations	
throughout	 history.	 They	 also	 carry	 a	 biological	 element,	 showing	 effects	 of	 improved	 or	
worsened	health	and	nutrition	conditions	in	a	documented	period.	Population	change	may	be	
viewed	 as	 a	 causing	 or	 resulting	 factor	 of	 related	 changes	 in	 social	 or	 political	 structures.	








colonial	 and	 contemporary	 Africa,	 population	 growth	 has	 been	 caused	 by	 a	 cycle	 of	
impoverished,	 rural	 populations	 migrating	 to	 economic	 hubs,	 inadvertently	 inspiring	 rural	
families	 to	 have	more	 children	 in	 the	 hopes	 that	 their	 future	 labor	will	 alleviate	 the	 family’s	






economic	 change.	 Systematic	 approaches	 for	 using	 economic	 methods	 in	 historical	 practice	














prevent	 deep	 understandings	 of	 historic	 commerce.	 Much	 scholarship,	 including	 this	 study,	
relates	history	 to	economic	 theory	more	 than	 it	uses	economic	methods	 to	analyze	historical	
data.	 While	 this	 may	 place	 demography-focused	 historical	 methods	 outside	 the	 realm	 of	
traditional	 economics,	 it	 does	 not	 devalue	 their	 use	 in	 evaluating	 past	 phenomena.	
Contemporary	scholars	have	revisited	various	topics	from	a	demographic	angle,	providing	new	
perspectives	to	economic	events’	potential	trajectories,	from	the	Industrial	Revolution	to	early	
modern	 shipping	 advances.114	 Colonial	 Angola’s	wealth	 of	 late	modern	 demographic	 sources	
allows	comprehensive	 study	of	 the	 region’s	population,	as	well	 as	 its	major	historical	events.	
Under	 demographic	 lenses,	 the	 census	 data	 provides	 new	 insight	 on	 enduring	 questions	
regarding	African	colonial	history,	 including	how	political	 legitimacy	was	established	and	what	
the	exact	nature	was	of	the	tools	and	processes	of	the	Atlantic	slave	trade.115	The	methods	used	





									 Colonial	 Angola’s	 economy	 is	 best	 understood	 by	 analyzing	 the	 forms	 of	 labor	 that	
operated	within	it.	The	complex	and	fluid	divisions	of	labor	found	throughout	Sub-Saharan	Africa	
escape	simple	comparisons	to	Western	labor,	leading	scholars	to	devise	definitions	of	work	that	
come	 from	a	wider,	 globalized	perspective.	 The	Global	Collaboratory	on	 the	History	of	 Labor	
Relations	has	tasked	itself	with	describing	categories	of	labor	found	all	over	the	world	after	1500.	
African	 labor,	both	on	 the	African	continent	and	elsewhere	 through	 the	consequences	of	 the	





















and	 trade	 are	much	 smaller	 pursuits	 in	 comparison,	 with	 specialized	 groups	 dominating	 the	
region’s	 noteworthy	 caravan	 system.	De	Matos	 and	Vos	 place	 the	 overwhelming	majority	 of	
Indigenous	Angolan	labor	in	the	realm	of	reciprocal	exchange.	Outside	of	the	work	of	slaves	in	
the	European	system,	which	they	consider	the	only	significant	commodified	form	of	Indigenous	
































products	 of	 cosmological	 importance	 all	would	 not	 have	 been	 possible	without	 considerable	
planned	and	spontaneous	communal	 labor.	Leadership	at	any	scale	 in	Angola	would	certainly	
have	 needed	 to	 effectively	 understand	 if	 not	 control	 aspects	 of	 reciprocal	 labor.	 In	 the	 19th	






									 The	 growth	 of	 abolitionism	 and	 its	 inevitable	 spread	 into	 Angola	 tested	 Portugal’s	
motivations	 for	 maintaining	 the	 colony.	 Colonists	 and	 government	 officials	 wondered	 what	
benefit	Portugal	might	find	in	a	large,	often	expensive	African	territory	after	slavery.	Even	without	
easily	 replacing	 human	 trafficking,	 the	 colony’s	 main	 export,	 the	 Portuguese	 government	
generally	supported	keeping	and	even	expanding	its	territorial	possessions	in	West	Central	Africa.	













motivations	 in	 detail,	 building	 on	 data	 from	 the	 preceding	 slavery	 era	 and	 the	 subsequent	
imperial	period	while	comparing	varied	experiences	from	European	colonial	adventures	in	Africa.	






metropolitan	governments.124	 Ideally,	 the	new	products	 could	be	 traded	at	a	profit	 for	 items	
made	 in	Portugal	and	be	 re-exported	 to	 the	 rest	of	Europe,	much	as	Brazilian	products	were	
before	 independence.	 Since	Angola	 primarily	 imported	 luxury	 products	with	 local	 substitutes	
readily	 available,	 reduced	 foreign	 trade	 may	 not	 have	 had	 a	 serious	 effect	 on	 Indigenous	















One	 apparent	 consequence	 of	 searching	 for	 new	 products	 was	 increased	 Portuguese	
influence	in	the	region	and,	ultimately,	an	expansion	of	the	colony’s	borders.	Research	reveals	a	
pattern	 of	 gradual	 Portuguese	 political	 expansion	 that	 began	 by	 exploiting	 economic	











expansion,	 and	 colonial	 leaders	might	prefer	 to	maintain	 a	profitable	 status	quo	over	 a	 risky	
attempt	to	gain	territory.	Where	successful	patterns	of	commerce	were	in	place	inside	or	outside	
colonial	 boundaries,	 traders	 who	 benefitted	 from	 them	 could	 oppose	 prospects	 of	 political	
expansion.	Portugal’s	expansion	in	West	Central	Africa	was	not	simply	reflective	of	a	militaristic	

























and	then	trade	them	to	Europeans	for	 foreign	goods,	 including	weapons	that	aid	 in	enslaving	




of	 the	 concept	 of	 procuring	 slaves	 through	 interior	 wars	 appear	 regularly	 in	 published	
research.130	In	Angola,	the	Portuguese	colony	and	neighboring	Indigenous	states	assume	the	role	















was	 imperfect.	Colonial	beliefs	 that	most	 slaves	come	 from	the	deep	 interior	may	have	been	





by	British	anti-slaving	 forces	to	show	the	 likelihood	that	many	 if	not	most	people	enslaved	 in	
West	Central	Africa	were	from	ethnicities	that	resided	not	far	from	the	Atlantic,	and	consequently	





enough	 to	make	up	a	majority	of	 the	number	exported	abroad.136	 Legitimate	European	slave	
traders	 showed	 a	 preference	 for	 avoiding	 areas	 where	 slaves	 were	 captured	 illegally,137	
suggesting	a	more	stable	trade	where	warfare	was	not	the	primary	source	of	slaves.	Additionally,	
da	Silva	notes	 that	 research	 shows	an	absence	of	 a	 correspondence	between	violence	 in	 the	
African	interior	and	a	greater	quantity	of	slaves	sold	in	Atlantic	ports.138	This	model,	with	slave	
trade	more	closely	concentrated	near	the	Atlantic,	gives	greater	weight	to	the	popularity	of	new,	

















Communities	would	 not	 require	 the	 resources	 necessary	 to	 organize	 interior	 raiding	 tours	 in	
order	to	possess	export	slaves.	They	could	simply	employ	the	same	methods	used	to	sentence	
community	 members	 into	 Indigenous	 forms	 of	 slavery,	 discussed	 in	 the	 second	 chapter,	 to	
generate	 slaves	 for	 the	 Trans-Atlantic	market.	 Sentencing	 someone	 to	 European	 slavery	was	
likely	 a	 severe	punishment	but	 not	 necessarily	 a	 rare	one	 considering	 the	huge	quantities	 of	
slaves	 exported.	 Jisoba	 were	 required	 to	 provide	 slaves,	 or	 laborers	 in	 general,	 to	 colonial	




great	 amount	 of	 slaves	 for	 the	 export	market	 could	 trade	 these	 slaves	 for	 numerous	 luxury	
products,	which	could	then	be	used	to	reinforce	the	power	of	his	personal	ngundu.	Disruptions	
caused	 by	 the	 slave	 trade	 forced	 Indigenous	 aristocrats	 to	 consolidate	 and	 promote	 their	
jingundu.139	Jisoba	could	have	taken	advantage	of	Trans-Atlantic	slavery	as	a	tool	to	permanently	
remove	members	of	 society	who	 they	perceived	 to	 threaten	 to	 their	 status.	This	would	have	
encouraged	a	 cyclical	 relationship	where	 selling	more	 slaves	meant	 acquiring	more	 imported	
products	that	bolstered	their	political	legitimacy,	which	could	in	turn	create	more	opportunities	
to	procure	 and	 sell	 slaves.	Angola’s	 growing	population	ensured	 that	 this	 cycle	 could	 survive	





commercial	agents	and	 interior	 states.	These	consequences	affected	 Indigenous	communities	
under	Portuguese	rule	as	well.	
		








geography	 and	 climate.	 As	 discussed	 in	 the	 first	 chapter,	 Angola	 was	 shaped	 by	 its	 unique	
ecological	 situation,	 that	 required	 creative	patterns	of	 social	 and	 commercial	 relationships	 to	
sustain	development.	Jill	Dias’	research	brings	to	light	many	links	between	Angola’s	society	and	
economic	structures	as	they	relate	to	the	region’s	drought	cycles	and	subsequent	health	issues.	

















Dias	 does	 not	 give	 all	 the	 credit	 to	 imported	 American	 crops,	 but	 she	 does	 recognize	 their	
importance	in	increasing	the	amount	of	people	Angola	could	feed.143	Other	potential	factors	in	








Angola’s	 growth	 include	 improved	 farming	 techniques	 for	 Indigenous	 and	 imported	 foods,	
reduced	warfare,	 heightened	 cooperation	 to	 distribute	 food	where	 it	was	 needed,	 improved	
responses	to	disease	outbreaks,	disease	prevention,	and	more	preparedness	for	climate	cycles.	
All	 these	 elements	 can	 be	 observed	 at	 one	 time	 or	 another	 in	 modern	 Angola,	 though	 the	
presence	of	colonial	aggression	and	the	slow	breaking-down	of	traditional	community	systems	
observed	 in	 the	 region	 make	 agricultural	 advancements	 appear	 to	 be	 the	 main	 driver	 of	







changing	 Indigenous	attitudes	 towards	aspects	of	 their	own	cosmology.	West	Central	African	
political	power	was	connected	to	rainfall	and	irrigation.145	Armed	with	crops	less	dependent	on	
















3 Sources and Methods 
												
									 This	study	compares	available	demographic	information	collected	in	colonial	Angola	with	
concurrent	 economic	 data	 to	 see	 what	 possible	 effects	 external	 economic	 forces	 had	 on	
Indigenous	 Angolans.	 The	 goal	 of	 this	 analysis	 is	 to	 see	 which	 political,	 environmental,	 and	
economic	 events	 can	 be	 associated	 with	 observable,	 corresponding	 demographic	 trends.	 A	
variety	of	metrics	are	used	to	evaluate	the	economic	change	over	time	of	each	individual	political	






does	 not	 aim	 to	 group	 changes	 by	 any	 positive	 or	 negative	 value,	 but	 instead	 analyzes	
relationships	 between	 particular	 events	 and	 demographic	 change	 in	 Angola	 as	 a	 whole.	 An	
increasing	population	in	a	particular	district	could	be	seen	as	an	indicator	of	improved	health	or	
economic	development,	but	it	could	also	be	explained	by	poor	conditions	in	neighboring	areas	




									 While	 the	 quality	 of	 data	 collected	 in	 colonial	 Angola	 is	 imperfect,	 the	 amount	 of	
information	 available	 is	 substantial	 and	 not	 without	 academic	 value.146	 Carefully	 separating	
superfluous	demographic	 counts	 from	more	 credible	 information	 reveals	 evidence	 that	helps	
define	aspects	of	early	modern	Indigenous	Angolan	life.	
		







The	 principal	 primary	 sources	 used	 in	 this	 study	 are	 censuses	 created	 by	 Portuguese	
government	 officials	 in	 colonial	 Angola.	 The	 Portuguese	 government,	 inspired	 by	 the	
Enlightenment’s	 scientific	approach	 to	understanding	 the	world,	began	 to	gather	 information	
about	 its	 possessions	 abroad.	 These	 efforts	 were	 part	 of	 a	 larger	 attempt	 to	modernize	 the	
Portuguese	 government	 and	 economy,	 which	 began	 under	 the	 influence	 of	 the	 Marquis	 of	
Pombal’s	tenure	as	the	Secretary	of	State	of	Internal	Affairs	in	the	late	18th	century	and	then	








that	 sometimes	 contain	 notes	 regarding	 the	 region’s	 past	 year,	 apparently	 at	 the	 author’s	
discretion.	By	the	1840s,	available	censuses	are	simpler,	printed	works	that	give	only	the	most	
general	 demographic	 data.	 Many	 Angolan	 censuses	 are	 stored	 at	 Lisbon’s	 Arquivo	 Histórico	
Ultramarino	and	are	published	digitally	on	the	Counting	Colonial	Populations	research	group’s	
website.149	Scholars	have	discussed	the	historical	value	of	the	empire-wide	censuses	since	at	least	


















period.	However,	 the	data	collected	 in	 the	censuses	 is	 imperfect,	and	 their	accuracy	 is	highly	
questionable.152	Improbable	counts,	inconsistent	recording	methods,	and	information	gaps	are	





of	white	 residents,	 the	military,	 the	aristocracy,	 and	 the	 clergy.	 These	groups	were	miniscule	
compared	to	the	Black	majority	and	probably	much	more	familiar	to	the	censuses’	authors,	who	
regularly	 demonstrate	 more	 accuracy	 when	 counting	 farm	 animals	 than	 most	 groups	 of	





especially	 important	 in	 large	 districts	where	much	 of	 the	 territory	was	 not	 easily	 accessible.	
Relying	on	the	jisoba	further	separated	the	author	from	the	population	they	studied	and	could	


















was	used	 in	 the	city	by	1803.	The	censuses	are	not	a	complete	record.	Gaps	 in	census	taking	
occurred	periodically,	perhaps	due	to	political	 repercussions	of	Brazil’s	 independence	and	the	





The	 censuses	 of	 this	 period	 begin	 with	 a	 short	 description	 of	 their	 purpose	 and	 are	
generally	dated	with	the	first	of	January	of	the	year	following	the	year	of	the	count.	The	area’s	
military	 and	 ecclesiastical	 qualities	 are	 listed,	 with	 counts	 of	 soldiers	 and	 church	 members	
according	 to	 rank	 and	 race.	 Some	 cities’	 and	 presidios’	 censuses	 contain	 notably	 detailed	
descriptions	of	the	weapons	and	military	instruments	available,	indicating	a	perpetual	concern	

















censuses	and	Europeans’	usual	 inability	 to	distinguish	between	 free	and	enslaved	 Indigenous	
Angolans,	this	count	is	less	an	actual	number	of	people	living	under	the	different	Angolan	forms	
of	slavery	and	more	accurately	a	number	of	people	living	under	colonial	forms	of	slavery,	or	those	
perceived	 to	 be	 slaves	 by	 European	 observers.	 This	 second	 group	 probably	 includes	 many	
Angolans	on	 the	 lower	end	of	 the	enslaved	social	 spectrum,	as	 their	 lives	would	bear	certain	
resemblances	to	the	lives	of	European-owned	slaves.	In	cases	where	the	local	jisoba	cooperated	
with	 data	 collection,	 this	 number	 could	 have	 been	 closer	 to	 the	 actual	 amount	 of	 enslaved	
people,	 as	 the	 Indigenous	 leadership	 would	 have	 a	 better	 sense	 of	 African	 slavery.	 Finally,	
orphans	of	each	gender	are	counted.	Their	number	may	or	may	not	be	added	to	a	final	tally	of	all	
residents	of	a	particular	gender.	














local	 consumption.	 Plenty	 of	 important	 economic	 enterprises	 are	 completely	 absent	 in	 the	







censuses.159	The	censuses	are	devoid	of	any	mention	of	 the	 region’s	 robust	 salt	 trade.160	The	
quantity	of	houses	in	the	area	is	also	listed,	separated	into	categories	of	stone	houses	and	straw	
houses.	 Many	 censuses	 end	 with	 an	 “observation”	 explaining	 the	 intricacies	 of	 the	 count,	
apologizing	for	missing	data	and	listing	quantities	that	do	not	appear	in	any	of	the	tables.	It	was	
common	 for	 authors	 to	 largely	 repeat	 the	 previous	 year’s	 observations,	 changing	 only	 listed	
quantities	and	a	few	words,	or	possibly	the	order	of	sentences.	This	was	practiced	both	by	repeat	
officials	 copying	 their	 own	 words	 and	 by	 new	 officials	 borrowing	 the	 previous	 author’s	
description.161	 In	 some	 areas,	 the	 same	 observation	 could	 last	 decades,	 with	 minimal	
innovation.162	This	suggests	that	the	authors	had	access	to	previous	censuses	and	attempted	to	






									 The	data	 from	the	early	modern	Portuguese	censuses	 is	unreliable	compared	to	more	
contemporary	research.	As	a	whole,	the	censuses	are	more	an	exercise	in	wishful	thinking	than	
a	set	of	credible	information.	They	assess	each	section	of	the	Angolan	colony	almost	as	if	they	
were	 parishes	 in	metropolitan	 Portugal,	 ignoring	major	 aspects	 of	 Angolan	 life	 and	 including	
information	 on	 relatively	 minor	 elements	 of	 Angola’s	 demographics	 that	 would	 be	 easily	
recognizable	to	the	Portuguese.	The	separation	between	the	authors	and	the	populations	under	
study	was	large	and	relied	heavily	on	estimates	and	second-hand	information.	Confusing,	vague,	
and	highly	 improbable	numbers	 are	 listed	perhaps	due	 to	 errors,	misunderstandings,	 varying	
estimation	methods,	poorly	defined	borders,	or	general	uncertainty.	The	censuses	include	white	










Africans,163	 Black	 Europeans,164	 mixed-race	 jisoba,165	 large	 gender	 disparities	 that	 quickly	
resolve,166	 districts	 with	 more	 houses	 than	 residents,167	 and	 birth	 rates	 so	 high	 they	 would	
require	most	 if	 not	 all	 women	 of	 childbearing	 age	 to	 have	 given	 birth	 in	 the	 previous	 year,	
including	many	 twins.168	Despite	 the	 imperfections,	 the	censuses	do	carry	value	 for	historical	
research.	In	most	cases,	the	numbers	do	not	appear	to	be	random,	meaning	the	authors	clearly	







assessing	each	document	based	on	possible	 inaccuracies	and	 the	different	 counting	methods	
used.	Data	inaccuracies	can	come	from	a	variety	of	sources.	The	larger	or	more	remote	an	area	
was,	the	less	likely	the	author	would	have	been	able	to	gather	accurate	information.	Local	jisoba	
enlisted	 to	help	 count	 their	 districts	 could	be	enticed	 to	overestimate	 the	 amount	of	 people	
under	their	rule	to	show	prestige	or,	contrarily,	to	underestimate	the	population	so	they	could	
enjoy	 lower	 taxes	and	also	be	 responsible	 for	 sending	 fewer	citizens	 to	work	 for	 the	colonial	
government.169	 As	mentioned	 in	 the	 second	 chapter,	 Angolan	 society	was	 extremely	mobile.	
Periodic	migrations	and	trade	caravans	were	common	fixtures	of	Indigenous	life.	It	is	clear	the	
authors	were	aware	of	these	movements,	but	it	is	not	always	clear	if	they	included	these	traveling	
populations	 in	 their	 counts.	Monitoring	 trends	 in	 the	 slave	 trade	 can	 also	 be	 difficult	 as	 the	
industry	changed	frequently,	clouding	information	on	the	origins,	movements,	and	quantities	of	
slaves.	The	changing	limits	of	colonial	control	can	also	contribute	to	population	changes	in	the	


















whether	 or	 not	 they	 are	 enslaved.	 System	 1	 counts	 the	 same	 group	 of	 people	 four	 times	
according	 to	 the	 four	 different	 descriptions	 so	 each	 table	 adds	 up	 to	 about	 the	 same	 total	
number.170	This	number	is	reiterated	in	the	final	count	of	all	people	of	a	given	gender.171	System	

























people	 of	 African	 origin,	 or	 the	 section	 for	 slaves.	 Authors	 using	 this	 system	 seem	 to	 use	 a	
Boolean	process	 from	 the	 largest	 grouping	 to	 the	 smallest.	 So,	 for	 example,	 citizens	 are	 first	
divided	 into	 free	 people	 and	 slaves,	 then	 free	 people	 are	 divided	by	 continental	 origin,	 then	
people	 from	Africa	 are	 divided	 by	marital	 status,	 and	 then	 unmarried	 people	 are	 divided	 by	
age.174	 While	 this	 method	 could	 be	 just	 as	 consistent	 as	 system	 1	 for	 counting	 the	 overall	
population,	it	narrows	some	of	the	observations175	and	might	overestimate	some	numbers.	Total	
population	counts	using	system	2	are	generally	about	two	to	four	times	larger	than	counts	using	




despite	 the	variations	 in	counting	systems.	To	make	estimations	on	Angolan	demographics	 in	








it	 does	unify	 the	 two	 counting	methods	 to	help	 find	overall	 demographic	 change	 that	 is	 less	
affected	by	which	counting	method	was	used.	
		





















Angolan	 ecology181	 and	directly	 from	 the	 censuses	 themselves	when	 they	offer	 notes	 on	 the	
year’s	climate	and	public	health.182	
									 The	events	found	in	these	sources	are	by	no	means	comprehensive	of	every	happening	


























trading.	 This	 process	 searches	 for	 possible	 patterns	 that	 suggest	 a	 relationship	 between	 two	




that	 concerning	 negros	 and	more	 general	 information,	 such	 as	 counts	 of	 livestock	 and	 crop	
returns.	 In	most	parts	of	the	colony,	 Indigenous	people	formed	a	great	majority,	so	removing	





areas	added	 to	Portuguese	control	after	1797	are	not	processed.	All	 statistics	are	counted	 in	
terms	of	annual	averages	as	no	more	specific	timeline	is	offered	via	the	censuses.	The	metrics	
used	 for	 describing	 change	 in	 the	 demographics	 of	 Angola’s	 Indigenous	 population	 are	 the	
following:	1.	each	presidio’s	and	district’s	overall	population;	2.	the	average	age;	3.	the	ratio	of	
women	to	men;	4.	the	ratio	of	Indigenous	residents	to	non-Indigenous	residents;	5.	the	amount	
of	 Indigenous	 people	 recorded	with	 an	 occupation	 outside	 of	 agriculture;	 6.	 the	 percentage	
enslaved;	7.	the	amount	of	slaves	exported;	8.	the	number	of	jisoba;	9.	the	amount	of	livestock;	
10.	the	quantity	of	staple	crops	harvested;	11.	the	value	of	trade	goods	exchanged;	and	12.	each	
areas’	operating	budgets.	Change	and	 lack	of	change	 in	each	of	 these	metrics	 is	compared	 in	
relation	to	years	where	a	major	event	with	possible	effects	on	the	Angolan	economy	occurred.	









industry	 in	 Angola.	 Change	 and	 lack	 of	 change	 in	 the	 previously	 mentioned	 metrics	 is	 also	
compared	to	recorded	ecological	events	in	colonial	Angola,	including	the	following:	1.	plagues	of	
locusts	in	Luanda	in	1807,	1835,	and	1841;	2.	disease	outbreaks	in	Luanda	in	1807	and	Caconda	
in	 1819;	 and	 3.	 droughts	 in	 Encoge	 in	 1809,	 in	widespread	 areas	 from	1816	 to	 1819,	 and	 in	
Benguela	from	1837	to	1840.	Finally,	changes	in	the	metrics	are	again	compared	to	the	amounts	
of	 enslaved	 people	 exported	 from	 Luanda	 and	 nearby	 ports,	 along	 with	 the	 total	 values	 of	
products	 traded	each	year	 in	Portugal	after	1800	and	Angola	after	1828.	These	starting	years	
mark	 the	 first	 years	 with	 data	 recorded	 for	 each	 country	 in	 the	 Federico-Tena	 database,	
respectively.	







the	 most	 important	 factors	 influencing	 the	 colony’s	 demography	 and	 economic	 standing	
alongside	factors	that	may	not	have	had	much	of	an	impact	on	Indigenous	Angolans’	lives,	despite	

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ports,	 Indigenous	 Angolans	 were	 more	 likely	 to	 experience	 economic	 change	 as	 a	 result	 of	
agricultural	 experimentation,	 weather	 patterns,	 or	 the	 arrival	 of	 epidemic	 disease	 than	





purchased	 for	 trafficking	 to	 America,	 but	 this	 was	 not	 greater	 than	 the	 increases	 in	 slave	
population	 resultant	 from	 local	 issues.	 Angolans	 consumed	 huge	 quantities	 of	 imported	
products,	 and,	 although	 Indigenous	 consumers	were	 certainly	 subject	 to	market	 change,	 the	
shifts	they	experienced	were	not	significant	enough	to	inspire	observable	demographic	change.	
















									 An	 explanation	 for	 the	 disconnect	 between	 Angola’s	 influential	 position	 in	 Atlantic	













softened	 the	 impact	 or	 disguised	 the	 effects	 of	 disruptions	 in	 international	 trade.	 Though	
imported	wares	had	the	potential	to	enrich	their	consumers’	political	standing,	the	simple	ability	
to	choose	not	 to	purchase	expensive	 foreign	products	and	continue	 to	 live	according	 to	 local	
societal	 expectations	 was	 certainly	 a	 powerful	 tool.	 Using	 these	 tools	 allowed	 Angolan	







1790s,	 cassava	 was	 already	 the	 favored	 crop	 throughout	 the	 territory	 and	 even	 remains	
















on	 the	 types	 of	 products	 imported	 and	 their	 significance	 in	 maintaining	 social	 organization.	
Imported	foreign	products	 found	a	market	among	upper-class	 Indigenous	Angolans	who	used	
them	 publicly	 in	 traditional	 observances	 to	 demonstrate	 power,	 consolidate	 connection	 to	 a	
ngundu,	 and	 bolster	 social	 capital.	 As	 mentioned,	 the	 bulk	 of	 foreign	 products	 bought	 by	
Angolans	had	a	 local	 equivalent,	but	 the	 imported	version	 could	have	 important	distinctions.	
Imported	alcohol,	for	example,	was	valued	because	it	did	not	spoil	quickly	like	local	drinks	and	






cycle	restructured	patterns	of	 trade	and	firmed	Portugal’s	 links	to	 Indigenous	commerce.	The	
results	 of	 this	 study	 show	 that	 these	 links	 were	 not	 strong	 enough	 to	 conjoin	metropolitan	
Portugal’s	commerce	with	 the	 Indigenous	economy	of	Angola	 in	 the	 late	18th	and	early	19th	
centuries,	but	the	importance	of	imported	goods	can	help	explain	the	endurance	of	Portugal’s	












trade	was	 not	 the	 end	 of	 Indigenous	 demand	 for	 imported	 products,	 nor	 was	 it	 the	 end	 of	
Angolans’	ability	to	source	products	to	trade	for	them.	
The	early	19th	century	saw	an	expansion	of	interest	in	a	variety	of	industries	inspired	by	




























									 Colonial	 data	 shows	 that	 while	 Indigenous	 Angolans	 were	 not	 deeply	 connected	 to	
Portugal’s	economy	before	the	middle	of	the	19th	century,	slow	transformations	in	West	Central	
African	 societies	 under	 Portuguese	 control	 may	 have	 paved	 the	 way	 for	 greater	 economic	
integration,	as	well	as	more	vulnerability	to	the	effects	of	future	globalization.	Reorganizations	
in	Angolan	society	that	followed	developments	in	science,	commerce,	and	colonial	policy	make	
it	 clear	 that	 foreign	 influence	was	growing	even	 in	areas	where	Portugal’s	direct	 control	was	
mostly	superficial.	
In	addition	to	motivating	population	increases,	the	production	of	cassava	and	other	new	









Atlantic	 ports.	 Eventually,	 these	 reorganized	 patterns	 of	 trade	 would	 inspire	 demographic	
change.	
Though	 evidence	 of	 change	 influenced	 by	 foreign	 trade	 was	 minimal	 in	 Indigenous	




Caconda	 was	 a	 center	 of	 trade	 that	 linked	 the	 ports	 of	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 Benguela	 with	
communities	in	the	African	interior.	Its	position	made	the	area	particularly	vulnerable	to	change	









Caconda	 likely	 took	advantage	of	more	 lucrative	opportunities	 in	newly	developed	 industries	
closer	 to	 the	 coast.234	 Soon	 after,	 demand	 for	 other	 products	 reinvigorated	 trade	 through	
Caconda,	causing	the	population	to	grow	much	as	it	did	in	the	first	half	of	the	century.	
While	 Indigenous	 Angolans	 in	 the	 late	 18th	 and	 early	 19th	 centuries	may	 have	 been	
immune	 to	 the	 strong	 fluctuations	 in	 the	 slave	 export	market,	 as	 well	 as	 fallout	 from	wars,	
revolutions,	and	depressions	in	Angola’s	trading	partners’	economies,	Caconda’s	story	shows	that	
the	eventual	collapse	of	the	slave	market	was	able	to	affect	Indigenous	lifestyles.	More	evidence	
of	 economic	 integration	 in	 the	 mid-19th	 century	 is	 found	 in	 Luanda	 where	 a	 huge	 burst	 in	
Indigenous	 population	 is	 observed,	 beginning	 in	 the	 1840s.	 The	 city’s	 attractiveness	 to	
immigrants	came	from	the	new,	legitimate	industries	growing	in	and	around	the	city.	Indigenous	
people	 found	 work	 both	 in	 the	 new,	 export-driven	 businesses	 and	 in	 supplementary,	 urban	





point	 where	 demographic	 consequences	 were	 unavoidable	 when	 almost	 no	 slaves	 passed	




were	 not	 immune	 to	 disruptions	 caused	 by	 circumstances	 in	 foreign	 trade.	Over	 time,	 these	
disruptions	 significantly	 adjusted	 relationships	 between	 Indigenous	 Angolans	 and	 colonists.	







During	 the	 slave	 trade,	Portugal	 could	do	 little	 to	 stop	 the	 flow	of	 slaves	and	other	goods	 to	
foreign	ports	or	to	collect	the	desired	tax	from	all	the	jisoba	under	Portuguese	control.236	By	the	
late	 19th	 century,	 Indigenous	 West	 Central	 African	 political	 systems	 had	 largely	 been	
undermined,	 stripped	 of	 their	 economic	 powers,	 and	 replaced	 by	 a	 Western	 form	 of	 land	
ownership.237	Such	a	drastic	transition	would	have	been	nearly	impossible	without	two	elements	
common	in	Atlantic	Africa:	both	European	control	over	high-demand,	imported	wares	and	also	
European	 exploitation	 of	 African	 capital	 through	 predatory	 credit	 systems.238	 The	 process	 of	






























Indigenous	 families	 and	 colonial	 administrators	 suppressed	 10	 jisoba	 obstructing	 their	 coffee	





























equally	 unique.	 Later	 demographic	 sources	 could	 determine	 Indigenous	 Angolans’	 foreign	
economic	connections	in	subsequent	phases	of	colonialism.	
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